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For more information, contact  
SA Stud Book on www.studbook.co.za 
info@studbook.co.za or 051 410 0900.

T
he last 30 years of the last 
century heralded the so-called 
“information era”. One of the 
major characteristics of the 
time we live in, is the shift 
toward making information 

available to everyone, to make informed 
decision-making possible. It puts the onus 
on everyone not to be overwhelmed by 
the enormous information wave, but to 
identify the applicable portions and use 
them correctly. The same applies to animal 
husbandry and genetics.

The challenges, among others, include:
•	 How should I best make use of 

resources, especially time?
•	 Which information is useful and can be 

used successfully to make a positive 
long-term difference to the profitability 
of my business?

•	 How does the available genetic 
material (especially bulls) fit into my 
immediate and long-term objectives?

•	 What will the effect and results of my 
selection and mating decisions be?

 
A powerful website
SA Stud Book’s aim is to make a positive 
difference to the long-term profitability 
of livestock farming. Although individual 
cattle farmers benefit from recording 
and the processing of data into useful 
information for management decisions, 
a major tool that begs special mention is 
SABeefBulls.com. This powerful website 
offers 24-hour worldwide free access to all 
beef cattle that participate in the Logix Beef 
genetic merits.

No breeder or prospective bull (or cow) 
buyer has to worry about the genetic merit 

or breeding value of an animal anymore. 
Moreover, every user can, based on his 
own choice or objective, use the facility to 
view every animal in the breed and place 
them in order of priority to meet objectives, 
should the animal be used for breeding.

Careful selection
Searches for suitable animals can be 
based on fine details, or it can be basic 
and simple. When searching for suitable 
breeding animals, users have the choice 
of setting the BLUP values as measure, 
or using breeding value indices (where 
the breed average is fixed on an index 
point of 100 and the breeding values are 
expressed relative to the average) or even 
selection values (such as the cow, growth 
or production value).

Immediate access to each animal’s 
pedigree is obtained with the breeding 
value of a selected trait of each ancestor. It 
is possible to see in an instant if any animal 

is the descendant of corrective mating or 
mating of “best selection candidates”. The 
risk of the selection of young animals is 
also limited.

The days of secrecy about the value 
of specific breeding animals are over and 

SABeefBulls.com – 
an exceptional tool for breeders

Figure 1: Selection values, before 
and after weaning weight traits and 
fertility traits.

Figure 2: Grading of different cow and calf values.

tools are available to help with easier 
planning. SA Stud Book provides beef 
breeders and buyers of beef bulls with a 
facility which simplifies the final decisions. 
SABeefBulls.com is this tool, use it to your 
own advantage.


